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Br of mine own;” and finding, many ptrſons of diffe- 
rent pengwaſions ſcrupling the taking of the oath of Su- 
premacy now-Peginning to be=urged', by reaſon of their unac- 
quaintance with it through the long diſuſe of it ; by various 
conferences I convinced (ſundry of them, that the end aud-matter 
of the oath was not ſuch as they imagined : Whereupon- ſome 
perſons gender of the; pubbque peace, and the liberttes of- thoſe 
doubting perſons, who ſtill remained unſatisficd,carneſftly preſsed 
me to draw up - ſomething in writing, tending to the. 
elucidation ef this doubt : which I was unwilling to do; being abs 
fent from mine omg Baoks and Colleitions, and hoping to have 
ſtaid here leſs timethen I am now. necesſutated to ds: yet the + 
inſtant preſsure hath draws from me this writing, though ſhort 
and indigefted.it being conceived uſeful in this juniture of time; 
wherein if I be effered.on the ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, 
I joy and rejoyce with you all, as being ſindious not how to have: 
- dominion aver your faith but to be a.helper of your joy. For which 
end I crave your prayers, who ans, . F 


London OR. 13. 1660, 


Your brother and 
ſervant in Chriſt, 


| Fohis Tombes, 


| " 
TheO aru of SuprktEmacy as itis 
- 1n the Statute 1, Eliz. Cap, 1. 


W 4. B. doutterly teſtifie and declare fnmy conſcience, 
that the Queens Highneſs 1s the only ſap2eme Ho- 
MF verno? of this Realm, and of all other her Þtghneſs 
A. Oomintons and Countreys, as well in all Spiritual 
o2 Eccleſiaſtical things o2 Cauſes,as Tempozal; and that 
no fozretgn Paince , Perſon, Peelate , State 02 Po- 
tentate hath, 02 ought to have any Jurtsdiction, Power, 
Superiozty , Pzeheminence, o2 Authozity Eccleſtaſti- 
cal o2 Sptritual, within this Realm ; and therefoze J 
Do utterly renounce and fozfake all fozeign Jurtsdictons. 
[OIers, Superioztties and Authozities, and no pzomiſe 
that from hencefo2th IJ ſhall bear Faith and true Allegt- 
ance to the Queens Ytghnels,her Heirs and lawfnl Suc- 
ceſſ02s, and to my power ſhall aſſiſt and defend all Ju- 
risdictions, Pziviledges, P2eheminencies and Authozt- 
ties, granted o2 belonging tothe Queens Highneſs, her 
Deirs and Succeſlozs, o2unitedand annered to the Jm- 
pertal Crown of this Realm, So help me God, and by the 
Contents of this Book. : 
The Proviſo in the Statute of 5. Eliz. Cap. 1. ? 
Rovided alſo , That the Dath erp2eſſed- i the ſaid 
F ac, made in the ſad firſt year, ſhall be taken and er- 
pounded fi1 ſuch fozm as ts ſet fozth tnan Avmonitton an- 
nexed to the Queens Majeſttes Jnjunctions, publiſhed in 
the firft-year of her Wajeſties Reign ; That is to ſay, to 
confeſs and acknowledge in her Bajeſty, her Heirs and 
Ducceſſo2s,none other Authozty than that was cyallen- 
ged, and lately uſed by the noble King Henry the etghth, 
and King Edward the ſirth, as in the faid Admonition 
moze plainly may appear. | | 
The Admonition annexed tothe Queens Inju:iions. 
Þe Queens Majeſty being info2med, that in certain 
. places of. this Realm, ſundzy of her native Subjects, 
being called ta Eccleſiaſtical miniſtery tn the Church, be 
by {iniſfer perſwaſton, and  \-adin conſtruction ouced 


-” (4) | 
to finde ſome ſcruple in the fo2m of att othe which by an 
act of the laſt Parliament, is preſcribed to be requirey 
of divers perſons,fo? the- recognition of their Allegtante - 
toher Wajeſty,* which certainly neither was ever ment, 
ne - 4. wry of -wo2ds: 02 go0d ſence, can be. thereof - 
gathered : (od that.allHer-iok IIS 
verſtand, that nothing was, 18 62 Wall be ment o2 a- 
tended by. the Jawe- othe, to have any other duty, alle- 
gtance, 92 bonde required by £he fame othe , then was. 
acknowlepged to be due to the moſt noble kynges of fa- 
mous memazy,kyng Henry the viii. Per Vayeltes father, 
02 kyng Edward the ſixth, Þer Yajefties IE... 3 
And further Her Pajeſty fozbyddeth all manner Þer. 
ſubjects to ntve ear 02 credit to perverſe and ma- 

liciouſe perſons , which moſt linifterly and malicioufly- 
labour to notify to her loving firbjects , how by: the. 
wo2ds of the ſayde othe, it may be collected the kings o2 
Murens of this Realm, poſſeſſours.of the Crowne, may - | 
challenge aucthoztty and power of miniftrie of divine 
offices in the Churche , wherein Her ſatd ſubjeces be: 
much abuſed by ſuch. evyl diſpoled perſons, Fo2 certatn- 
ly her Bajeſty neither doth ; ne ever wyll challenge any 
other aucthoaity , than that was: challenged and lately 
uſed by the ſayde noble kinges of famous memoyye,. king. 
Henry the eight, any kynge Edward the ſirt,. which is 
- and was of ancient time due to the Jmperial Crowne of 
this Realm. That is under Ood, to have the ſoverain- 
iy and rule over all maner perſons.bozn within theſe Her 
calms, Dominions, and Countrtes,-gf- what eſtate, . 
either eccleſiaſtical o2 tempo2al ſoever they be, ſo as no 
other fozrain power ſhall o2 ought to have any ſupert- 
outie over them. Andif anye perſon that hath concefv- 
.ed anye other ſence of the fourm of the ſayve othe, ſhall 
accept the ſame othe with this interp2etation, ſence, o2 
meaning, Her Majeſtte is well pleaſed tgo'accept every 
ſuch in that behalf, as her good and obedient ſubjens, 
and ſhall acquit them of all maner penalties conteyned in 
the ſaid Act againſt ſuch as ſhall peremptoxily, 02 obſti- 


1:3tely refuſe to take the ſame othe. 
— 


of England, and other his 
chief 


' Sacrane 


o| 2 IR SER 
The 37. Article profeſled inthe Charch of England, 


The Kings WYayeſiy hath oe chief power in his Realm 
| ominions, unta whom the 
vernment of ail Eſtates of this Realm, whether 
tain,and i8not, no2 ought to be ſubject toanyfozrainurif: 
diction;where we attribute to the Kings Wajefty the cþief 
government, by which titles we underffand the mindes of 
{ome-flanderous folks to be offended, . we gfve not tooour 
| « ont the. miniitreng either of Gods Tow, o2 of the- 
nts : the which thing,the Jryunctions alſo,ſome- 
time fet fozth by Elizabeth Out (late) Queen,do moſt plain- 
I» teſtifie, but that onely P2erogative, which we ſee to 
have been given to all godly Pinces in holy Scriptures 
by Hodhimſelf;that isthatthey ſhotrld rule all eſtates and 
degrees committed-to their charge by God, whether they 


 beEccleſiaſfical az Tempozal, and'reſtratn with the civt! 


ſwowthe ſtubbomn, and £vil doers, 
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The: Oary of Surpzzmacy briefly con- 
fidered,and the lawfulneſs of taking it aflerted.. 


T is queſtioned, whether the Oath of the Kings being acknow- - 
FW: ledoed Supreme Governour in all cauſes, according to the Sta- 
 rute I, Elz; may b2 lawfully taken > Towhich I anſwer affir- 
matively, and thus argue, . 

IF it may notbe lawfully taken, it is either becauſe no Oath may be | 
taken, or noÞromillory Oath, or no promiflory Oath to a Kino, or 
che mMter of rhis Oath 1s not to be acknowledoed or promiled. 

Bur none of theſe make it unlawful, Ergo, -. | 

The conſequence is proved, becauſe there is a ſufficient enumeratt- 
on made of things that ſezm to pr#bit the taking of it : if nor, let 
whar elſe may make it unlawful be named, The m12er- 1s proved by - 
parts,in confi hw theſe fix propokitions, | 

I. That ſome fivearing 1s lawful, 

I.. That promiſſory Oaths may be lavtul, 


I.I, Tha: 
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HI, That to fivear to a King or Governour may be laivful, 

IV. That the King 1s Supreme Governopr over all perſons in his 
Domimons, | 

V. That he is Governour in Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, 

VI. Thar the:Iuriidi&tions,'Preeminences, and Priviledoes meant 
in that Oath may be lawfully acknowledged and defended, 

The firlt 1s proved thus, 

I. That which is not de zoro gerere, 1N 1t's whole kind evil, may be 
lawful : Bur ſearing is nor de zoo genere, Or 1n its whole kind evil, 
Therefore ſome ſwearing may be lawful, | 

| The major is manifeſt of it {elf, The -znor is thus proved. 

That is not wholly evil abour-the uſe of' which ſome directions are 
given by God, .God doth not give dire&ions abourthe uſe of Blaſ- 
phemy, witchcraft, idolatry, &'c, which are in their whole kind evil, 
Bur God giveth direRions about the uſe of ſwearing, as in the third 
commandment ( which is undoubtedly moral ) Fer. 4, 2, where he 
faith, And thou ſhalt ſwear, The Lord ltveth, in truth, in judgement, 
and 1171 ghteouſreſs. Ergo, | | LD 

2, That which'is approved by God, is lawful, But ſome f\vearing 
is approved by God, Pſal. 63.11, Every one that ſweareth by God 
ſhall glory, Ergo. | 

The mayer is of it ſelf manifeſt, the 2:07 the text evidenceth, 
fith the ſwearing by God is made part of glorying in God, or of the 
fwearers glotyay SCN: : 7 

3. If it were unlayful to uſe any Oath, then it were unlawful te 
put any Oath on any. Bur this 1s not to be ſaid, Ergo, 

The conſequence-is manifeſt, fith we cannot lawfully urge any to 
that which is of it ſelf ſinful : Now that it 1s lawful to put an Oath'en' 
ſowe perions-at ſome times is manifeſt by Gods own appointment, 
Levit, 5. 1.4, his ratifying So/omons petition concerning this thing, 
T King, $, 31, 2 Chr, 6,22, and the practiſe of Abraham in the old 
Teſtawent, Ger, 24. 2, 3. putting an Oath on his ſervant, and Pauls 
in the Ne, putting an.-Oath on the. -Thefſalomans, 1 Thef®s. 27, 
fur ſo the Greek word tranſlated, I charge you by the Lord, or ad-ure 
yox, as it is inthe margin, by the Lord, is, I putthe Lords Oath'on 
you,or ſwear you that this Epriſtlabe read to all the holy brethren, Alike 
Charges are, x Tim.6,13, 2 Tim,4.1, 

4. Ttat which h-th been the pradtiſe of the godly before, under 
the law, and inthe times of the Goſpel without reproof 1s lavyful, for 
in all theſe times, andby ſuch men moved 3s they were by Gods ſpi- 

ls he rit, 
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#« evervin their holy ſpeeches and writings, it would not have been” 
done had it bzen ſinful. 

Bur ſome ſearing hath bzen the-pratiſe of the godly, before, un- 
derthe law and inthe times of the Goſpel, as is proved by in{tan- 
ces,.as of Abraham that lift up his hand to the moſt hi gh God, Gen,T4. 
22, of Iſaac, Ger, 26, 31, 0f. Jacob, Gen, 31, 53. under the law, of 
the people of 1ſrael, Joſh, 9. 19, 20, of David and Jonathan, 1 Sam, 
20, 3, 42, David to Saul, 1 Sam-24 22, of. H11iah, 2 Sam, 11,11, 
of [ttat,.2.Sam, 15, 21, of David, 1-Kings 1,29, 30 & 2, 8, of Ss- 
lomon, Ver, 23, of Elijah, 1 Kings 17. 1, of Micha'ah, 1 Kings 
22, 14, of Eliſha, 2 King. 2.4,6, and 3.14, and 5,16, and th: 
woman of Shanem, 2 King, 4.30. in the times of the Gojpel,of Par!, 
2 Cor, 1, 18, uſing this Oath, As God is true, verſe, 23. I call God to' 
record upon m9 ſoul,and 11,31,and 12,19.1-Cor.1-5.31,this is a form 
of ſwearing, By your rejoycing which I have in Chriſt Jeſus, it being in 
the Greek yy Which 1s a particle of ſwearing, not Ne of iy, which ar? 
prepoſitions noting the means or inſtrament of rhe efte& ; of the 
Angel, Revel, 10, 6, who ſware by hin that liveth for ever, The ke 
are Rom. 1,9, & 9,1, Gal. 1, 20, Philip, 1,38, Ergo, 

5 That which hath a neceſſary uſe for the.benefir ot humane ſocie-- 
ry, 1s not unlawful, 

But ſome ſwearing hath a neceſfary uſe forthe benefit of humane 
ſociety, Ergo, 

The 24/or 1s plain, it agreeing with the layy of nature and nations, 
which is of neceſſary uſe for the benefit of humane ſociety, which 
laws God the author of nature hath imprinted in all, and indeed hat: 


made all his laws for men one towards another ſubſervient thereto.- 


The m2izor is plain from the words of the Author to the Hebrews, 
Chap. 6.16, An Oath to men is anend of ſtrife, .which is a neceſſa- 
ry uſe for humane benefit, | 

6. That which hath been counted by all nations as a Sacred thing, 
a principal part of the acknowledgement and worthip of:God, 1s not 
unlawful of .it ſelf, & 

Bur ſo hath ſome ſearing been counted, Ergo,” | OO 

The minor is proved by Gods own words, Dewt;.10, 20. Thou ſhalt” 
fear the LORD thy: God, him ſhalt thou ſerve, and to him ſhalt thou 
cleave and ſwear by his name, Rp 

| The ſecond | That promiſſory Oaths may be lawful | 1s thus proved. 
1; That is not altogether of ir {If evil or unlawful, which God 

makes a bond of the ſon! ro be kept and performed to the Lord. X 
rin 
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Rs | | 
_ Bur ſome promiflary Oaths Godtights a bohd of the foul tabe * 
k<pt and performed to the Lord, rn =». | 
Ergo, Some promiſſory. Othes may be lawful, RL or 
| Tix 24 or is proved, becauſe. that which is altogether unlawful 
joe bind the {oul to- God, nor 1s.to te kept and performed-ro-the 
ord, PG 
The mzoris proved from Numb, 30, 2, If a man vow a. vow une 
the Lord, or (wear an Oath to bind his ſoul with a bandyhe (hall not break. 
or profane his word, he ſhall do according t» all that proceedeth out of hus 
»outh, Matth; 5. Y3. Again ye have. heard that it. hath been ſad by 
them of old time, Thou (halt not forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt performs unto 
the Lord thiae Oathes, where a promiſſory Oath 1s made a bondro 
bind the ſoul with, to be kept and performedto the Lord, | 
$i holy men afore the Law, under the Law, 


% 


11 Goſpel times 
have put promiſſory . Oaths on others, then: they are:not altogether 
unlayful. This is proved by the ſame reaſon by. which the like con- 
iequence 1s proved bzfore, in proving the fourth argument of the for- 
me@$propoſition, ers 
But holy men afore: the Law, 'as Abraham, Gey. 24, 2.3, under 

tae Law, as Moſes, Demt. 29:14. Jonathan, 1 Sam. 20,17, Aſaand 
tne people of 1ſrae!, 2.Chron, 15, 12,13, 14, I5. Exra, Ezra Lo, 5, 
in Goſpel times, Pal, 1 Theſ. 5. 27. adjuring the Theſſalomans by 
the Lord, that that Epiſtle be read to all the holy brethrea,have put 
fromifſory Oaths on others. Eryo. ED 
- :3, That which godly men have practiſed and {till counted as well 
done that is layful. 

'B.r ſome promiſſory Oaths godly men have. practiſed and (till 


. counted as Well done. Ergo. 


The major is probable, and in this caſe, conſidering the per- 


ions, and the hely Ghoſts recording as he hath done, cerrain. 


The minor is proved by inſtances,of David, Pſal. 119,T06.1T have 
[worn and will perfarm. it, that I will keep thy. raghteous Judgements, 
1 Sam, 20, 42, And Jonathan 'ſaid to David, Yo 1 peace, foraſmuch 
as we have ſworn bath of. 145 in the name of the Lord, ſaying, The Lord 
be between me and thee, and: between my ſeed and. thy ſeed. for ever, 
Nehem. 10. 29. They clave to-their brethren, therr-nobles, and; entred 
inro a curſe, and into an Oath to walk in Gods Law, t King, 1, 29,. 30. 
Azd the kino ſware and ſaid, As the Lord lieth, that hath redeemed 


24) [ſoul out of all diſtreſs, even as Þ ſware unto theethat by the Lord God 
of Iſrael aff uredly Solomon thy ſon ſhall rezon after me,-and be. ſhall 
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reproof is lawfu], forin all theſe times, and by ſuch men 
moved as they were by Gods ſpirit, even in their holy 
ſpeeches and writings, it would not have been done, had it 
been ſinful. = ae 

But ſome ſwearing hath been the practiſe of the godly, 
before, under the law and in the times of the Goſpe], as is 
proved by inſtances, as of Abrahams that lift up his hand to 


' the moſt high God, Gen.14, 22,0f Iſaac, Gen. 26, 31, of Fa- 


cob, Gen. 3X. 53. under the law, of the people of 7/racl, 
Foſh. 9.19. 20. of David and Fonathay, 1 Sam. 20, 3. 41. 
David tO Saul © 1 Sam. 24. 22, of Unijah 2 Sam, 11, 11. of 
Tttai, 2 Sam, 15.21, of David, 1 Kings 1, 29, 30. & 2,8, 
of Solomon, Verſ, 23, of Elijah, 1 Kings 17, 1, of Micha- 
jah, 1 Ring. 22, 14, of Eliſha, 2 King. 2.4.6, and 3. 14, 
and 5. 16, and the woman of Shynem, 2 King. 4. 39. inthe 
times of the Goſpel, of Payl, 2 Cor. 1, 18, ufing this 
Oath, As God #s true, verſ.23, Icall God to record upon my ſoul, 
and 11, 31, and 12. 19, I Cor. 15, 3I. this is a form of 
ſwearing, By your rejoycing which 1 have #n Chriſt Feſus, it 
being in Greek y} which is a particle of ſwearing, not Me 
or iv, which are prepoſitions noting the means or inſtru- 
ment of the effe&; of the Angel, Revel, 10, 6, who ſware 
by him that liveth for ever. The like are Rom, 1.9, & 9.1. 
Gal. 1.20, Philip1.8.- Ergo. 

5. That which hath a neceſſary uſe for the benefit of hu- 
mane ſociety 1s not unlaw{ul. 

But ſome ſwearing hath a neceſſary ule fgr the benefit of 
humane ſociety. Ergo. 

The m14jor is plain, it agreeing with the law of nature 
and nations, which is of neceſſary uſe for the benefit of hu- 
mane ſociety, which lawes God the author of nature hath 


imprinted inall, and indeed hath made all his laws for men 


one towards another ſubſervient thereto, 
"The minor is plain from the words of the Author to the 
Hebrews Chap. 6.16. An Oath to mens anend of all ſtrife, 
=: which 


—— - 
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which is a neceſſary aſe for humane benefir. 

6. That which hath been counted by all nations as a Sa- 
cred thing, 2 principal part of the acknowledgment and 
worſhip ot God, is not unlawful of it ſelf, 

Bur ſo hath ſome ſwearing been counted. Ergo. 

The minor is proved by Gods own words, Deut, 10, 20, 
Thou fhalt fear the LORD thy God, hims ſhalt thou ſerve, and to 
him (halt thos cleave, and ſwear by his name, | 

The fecond [That promifſory Oaths may be lawful} is 
thus proved, 

I, Thatis not altogether of it {elf evil or unlawful, which 
God makes a bond of the ſoul to be kept and performed 
to the Lord, TO 

But ſome promiſſory Oaths God makes a bond of the 
foul to be kept and pertormed to the Lord. 

Ergo, Some promiflory Oaths may be lawful. 

The major is proved, becauſe that which is altogether un- 
Jawful cannot binde the ſoul ro God, nor isto be kept and 
performed to the Lord. 

The miner is proved from Numb, z0.2. If a man vow 4 vow » 
anto the Loyd, or ſwear an Oath to binde his foul with a bond, he 
fhall not break or profane his word, he ſhall do according to all 
that proceedeth owt of his mouth, Matth. 5. 33. Again ye have 
heard that it hath ny by them of old time , Theu ſhalt not 
forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhals perform unto the Lord thine Oaths, 
where a promiſſory Oath 1s made a bond to binde the ſoul - 


Wt 


. with, to be kept and performed to the Lord. 


2, It holy men afore the Law , under the Law, in Goſpel 
times have put promiſſory Oaths on others, then they are 
not altogether unlawful. This is proved by the ſame reaſon 
by which the like conſequence is proved before, in proving 
the fourth argument of the former propoſition. 

But holy men afore the Law, as Abraham, Gez. 24. 2. 3. 
ander the Law , as Moſes, Dext.29.14, Fonathan, 1 Sam.20, 
17. Aſaand the people of 1ſrael, 2. Chron.15.12,13,14,15, 
Ez2Yd, 
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Ezra, Ezra 10.5. in Goſpel times, Paul, 1 The, 5. 27, ad- 
juring the Theſſalonians by the Lora, that that Epiſtle be read 


#9 all the holy brethren, have put promiſſory Oaths on others, 


Ergo. . | 
3 That which godly men have practiſed and till counted 


as well done that is lawful, 


But ſome promiſſory Oaths godly men have practiſed 


' and ſtill counted as well done. Ergo. 


The m29jor is probable, and in this caſe, conſidering the 
perſons, and the holy Ghoſts recording as he hath done,cer- 
caln. 

The minor is proved by inſtances of David, Pſal.119.106, 
1 have ſworn and will perform it, that Twill keep thy righteous 


' judgements, 1 Sam.20.42. And Fonathan ſaid to David, Go 


in peace, foraſmuch as we have ſworn both of us iu the name of 
the Lord,ſaying; The Lord be between me and thee, and between 


my ſeed and thy ſeed for ever. Nehem, 10. 29. They clave to + 


ther brethren, their nobles, and entred tnto a curſe, and into an 
Oath towalk in Gods Law, 1 King.1.29,30. And the king (ware 
and (aid, As the LorMiveth, that hath redeemed any ſoul oat of 
all diftreſs, even as I ſware unto thee that by the Lord God of 
Iſrael aſſuredly Solomon thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall 
fit upon my throne in my ſtead; even (0 will I certainly do-this 
aay. Gn: 
4. That which is made a qualification of one that ſhill 
dwell in Gods holy hill, is not unlawful : but to ſwear to his 
hurt and nat to chanee, that is, to take a promiſſory Oath, 
and not to change, though it be to his dammage is made a 
qualification of one that ſhall dwell in Gods holy hill, Pal; 
I 5. 4» | 

Ergo, Some promiſſory Oaths are lawful, 

The third Propoſition ['Thet to ſwear to a King or Gover- 
our #4 lawfel] is proved, - 
1, From approved examples, which prove either a duty, 
or at leaſt lawtulneſs of the thing. 
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That which hath been-praRiſed by ho'y men withoat re- 
proof is lawful, | | 


But ſwearing to Kings and Governours Allegiance and 
Obedience hath been practiſed by holy men, Ergo. 


_ —— ca—_ T_T 


The minor is proved by inſtances of the people to David, 


2 Sam.5.3, So all the elders came to the king to Hebron,and kin 
David made a league with them in Hebron before the Lord : and 
they anointed David king over. Iſrael, x Chron, 11, 3. Ther 


came all the elders of Iſrael tothe king to Hebron, and Da- 


vid made a covenant with them in Hebron before the Lord, and 
they anointed David king over 1[rael according to the word 6 

the Lord by Samuel, A Covenant before the Lord 
was an Oath, but the people of 7/rael, a holy people made a 


covenant before the Lord with David their king , there- 
fore they.entred into an Oath of Allegiance and due Obedi- 


ence, The other is more plain, 2 Xing.11.4, And is the ſe- 
wenth year Fehojaaa fent and fet the rulers over hundreds with 


the captains and the guard, and brought them to him in the © 
houſe of the Lord, and made a covenant with them, and took 


an Oath of them in the houſe of the LordPand ſhewed them the 


kings ſon, verl, 17. And Fehojada made 4 covenant between 


the Lord and the king, and the people, that they ſhould be the 


Lords. people : between the king alſo and the people, 2 Chron, 


23. 3. Andall the congregation made 4 covenant with the kin 

in the houſe of God - and he ſaid untothem, Behold the kings 
ſos ſhall retgn, as the Lord hath ſaid of the ſons of David, 
verſ. 6.. Then Fehojada made a covenant between him and all 
the people, and between the' king, that they ſhauld be the Lords 
people, Thele are expreſs examples of ſwearing Allegiance 
to Kings, which is conſonant to what our Lord Chriſt 
teacheth, that we ſhould rendey to. Ceſar the things that are 
Cefars, as to God the things that are Gods, Matth. 22. 21, 
Beſides we finde David ſwearing to Saul, 1 Sam, 24.22. the 


people conceiving themſelves bound by Sas/s adjuration, | 
1. Sam, 14, 24, 28, Shim. was bound by the Oath which | 
EE a Solomen_4 
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(13) 
Solomon impoſed on him , where Solomon ſpeaks thus to 
him, Why haſt thou not kept the Oath of the Lord, and the com- 
mandment that 1 have charged thee with! Abrahams ſervant 
{vare obedience to Abraham, and counted himſelf bound to 


keep it, Ger.24.2,3. Then aroſe Ezra, and made the chief 


Prieſts,the Levites,and all Iſrael to ſwear that they ſhould do ac- 
cording to this word, and they ſware, Ezra 10, 5, Nehemiah 
made them ſwear by God, ſaying, ye ſhall not give your daugh- 
ters unto their ſons, nor take their daughters unto your ſons, or 
for your ſelves, Nehem. 13.25. - 

2, From Gods dealing with Zeackiah, that kept not the 
Oath made to the King of Babylon, Ezek.17. 18,19, where 
God doth not except againſt the Oath, bur the breaking 
of itcalling it his Oath, wnich he had deſpiſed, and bis cove- 
nant that he had broken; whence ] argue, 

That which God calls his Oath, the deſpiſing of which 
heavengeth, may be lawfully taken, 7 
- But an Oath of ſubje&ion even to the King of Babyloy, 
God calls his Oath, the deſpiſing of which .he avengeth, 
_ ſome Oath of ſubjeRion to a King, may be law- 

ull. LT 
3. From the words of Solomon, Eccleſ.8.2. 1 counſel thee to 
keep the kings commandment, and that in regard of the Oath of 
God. The Oath of God ſeemeth to be an Oath by God to the 
king,being made the reaſon of keeping the kings command- 
ment, as the Oath of Shemeti, 1 King. 2.43. 1s termed the 
oath of the Lord, Zedechiah's Oath to the King of Babylon, 
Gods Oath and Covenam, Ezthk, 17, 19:. Prov. 2.17, the 
wives covenant with her husband, 1s called the covenant of 
her God; whence argue, | 

That which is Gods Oath,-and is urged as the reaſon of 
keeping the Kings command is lawful. 

| But an Oath of ſubjeion to a King is Gods Oath, and 
urged as thereaſon of keeping his commandment, as the 
Text ſhews, therefore it is lawful, It by the 04th of God be 
— | B 2 meant 
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Bt 


- meant, not a particular Oath to a King,but the general Oath ' 


or Covenant to obey God (which ſeems not ſo likely, be- 


cauſe it is the ſpecial reaſon of keeping the Kings Com- 
mandment) yet thus alſo the argument holds: If it be lawful - 
to make a general Oath to God of keeping his Laws, and 


this be one of Gods Laws to keep the Kings command- 


ment, and that che particular Oath of ſubjeRion to the 
King is compreheaded in the general. Oath of keeping Gods 


commands, & particular Oath of obedience to the King is 
not unlawtul. 

4. Tha is lawful which is of neceſſary uſe for the Pub- 
lique good. 


But ſome ſwearing to a King or other Governors is of 
\ neceſſary nſe for the publique good, therefore it is lawful. 


The major is confirmed in proving the major of the fifth 
argument of the firft propofitiun, The »xor is proved by 
experience, even Fehojadaand David conceived fo, and the 
reaſon is, becauſe the common pexce and good govern- 
ment cannot be kept but by good correſpandence between 
Prince and people : therefore if mutual Oaths tend thereto, 
as often they do, they are of neceſſary uſe for the publique 
g00d, 

The grand objection is from the words of our Saviour, 
Matth.5.34,3536,37. But I [ay unto you, Swear not all, neither 
by heaven for it # Gods throne : nor by the earth, for it s bis 
footfteol : neither by Feruſalem, for it is the city of the great 
king. Neither ſhalt thew ſwear by thy head, becanſe thou canſt 
710t make one hair white or black, But let your communication be 
yea, yea, nay, nay, for whatſover us more thentheſe cometh of 
evil : and of the Apoſtles, Fam.5.12, But above all things 
wy brethren, ſwear not. neither by heaven, neither by the earth, 
zetther by any other Oath : but Itt your yea be yea, and yaur nay, 
way; leſt ye fall. into condemnation : which words do:ſeem ex- 
preſly and fully to forbid any ſwearing at all, excluding 
ſome ſorts of Oaths by name, and the ref by General 

| ; arme_ 
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2th | terms, with preſcription that our communication be yea, yea» 
e. 749, Bay, and determination, that what is more then theſe 
m- | cometh of ewil, or the evil one, which made ſome of the An- 
fal - cients and later godly perſons conclude all Oaths of any fort 
nd - Prohibited now to Chriſtians, though they were not to the 
id. Jews. But thereafons foregiven are fo cogent to the con- 
he | frary, that we muſt of neceſfity finde out a limitation of the 
ds ſpeeches, as wedo, and rightly, for the next words of our 
is Saviour following, verſ.38,39,40,41,42. which are as full in- 
'  ſhew fornotrefiſting of evil, but offering our ſelves tore- 
be  ceive further injury.,and permitting more dammage and pro- 
fuſe vain caſting away our eſtates, contrary to the law of na- 
of | ture, in our neceſſary defence, to that neceſſary moderate 
2], _ providence, which belongs to every man, that que reſpect 
h Which each is to haveto the rules of mercy, bounty, and 
y our own imployment and family, ſo that without good 
16 - Caution we ſhall make Chriſts precept in ſtead of being. 
1- uſeful to become pernicious, : 
That we may then conſider how to underſtand our Lords 
' Precept abour ſwearing, weare to take this as certain, that 
. Chriſts precept forbids ſomewhat which the Phariſaical 
; teachers allowed , though they forbad perjury z now one 
thing ſeems to be forbidden by our Lord Chriſt, to wit, 
\ the making of ſuch diſtinion of Oaths as the Phariſees 
+ did, and accordingly uſed them, which ſeems to have con- 
| liſted in two things, | | 
I. In conceiving they might uſe Oaths by ſome crea- 
rures, as if inſuch uſethere were tio relation to God, and 
ſo no profaning of his name, or taking it in vain, The- 
reaſon of this ſeems to be Chriſts and Fames his inſtan- 
- ces onely in ſach forts of Oaths as were by creatures, and 
| j-*be refutation of their conceit, by ſhewing, that all refer— 
” red to God, as the Oath by the heaven, was by God, fith. 
it was his throne; by the earth, ſich it is his footſtoo!; by Je- 
. Tufalem, fich it was his city ; by the head fith he makes the 
4 hair white or black. 2, That 
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- 2, That ſome of theſe Oaths made them debtors to per- 


form what they ſware and not other, which appears from 


Chriſts own'-charge upon them, Matth.23. 16,17,18,19,20, 
21,22, where he terms them fools and blinde guides for ſuch : 
deciſion,concluding that all thoſe Oaths had reſpe to God, | 


and did binde. And accordingly Chriſt 1s not to be nnder- 


- 
v 


- 
__ 


ſtood as forbidding fimply all Oaths, bur ſuch differencing | 


of 'Oaths in their meaning and obligation, as the Phariſees, . 


and other Jews, either ſuperſtitiouſly or otherwile errone- 
ouſly uſed, yer 1 do not conceive this is all. For the words, 


Swear not at all, neither by heaven nor earth, mor any. 


other Oath, but preſcribing yea, yea, nay, nay, cenſuring more 


to be from evi), ar the evil one, ſeems to forbid all Oaths in 
{ome caſes or manner, which ſome conceive as if he for- 


bad a promiſſory Oath univerſally, or a vow with an Oath: : 
"Bat theſe opinions ſtand not with the ſecond Propoſition | 
before proved, nor do I finde any thing 1a the text leading - 


to them. And therefore I conceive,that the prohibition is of 
that frequent, vain, light, profane, unneceſſary, cuſtomary pa- 
fonate {wearing , orin ſecular matters of no importance, 
without any dread of an Oath, or conſideration of the holi- 


neſs of God, upon a provocation to anger, as David, 1 Sam, | 
25. 21, or deceifully as thoſe, Pſal, 24.4. all who take Gods | 


name in vain, which I gather from the text, 


I, In that he preſcribeth their y24, yea, nay, nay, to be in | 
their ſpeech or communication , which ſeems to be meant of ; 
their tamiltar ſpeech one with another, in their anſwers to ' 


each other, | | 

2. Becauſe Fames ſaving, Let your yea be yea, and your nay 
ay, doth exclude inconſtancy and lightneſs, and preſcribes 
{ach conftderateneſs as that they need not unſay what they 


have ſaid, that to uſe the Apoſtles ſpeech, 2 Cor. 1. 18, Our 


words may not be yea, ana nay, oft and on, but yea and Amen, 
that is, firm and ratified, ſo as that deeds anſwer to words, 


asbecames men, that conſider what they (ay, and ſtill ſay | 
the þ 
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' that taught the good-kyowledyge of the Lord, 2 Chron. 30.1,2;5, 72, 
: Kemoved the high places, and brakg the images, and cut down. the 
: groves, and brakg inpeces the brazen ſerpent that Moſes had made : 
for unto thoſe days the children of Iſrael did burn incenſe toit, 2 King, 
h: 28. 4, Apporntedthe courſes of the Prieſts and Levites, with the por- 
1 tiontobe gruen to the Prieſts and the Levites, 2 Chron, 31, 2, 4, 


. the people to hear the Law read, and to makg them to ſtand to the co- 
BB. vwyenant he made bef ore the Lord, to walk after the Lord, And in the 
S,. doingofthele thitigs the Kings are ſaid todo that which was right in 
a _ eyes of the Lord, and to walk. before the Lord with a perfe& 
mo On the contrary, the not removing the high places, and per- 
mitting Idols, and' neglecting the ſetting up.of Gods true.wor- 
ſhip and ſervice, is charged upon ſome of the Kings as their fin, 
1 King, 15,14, and 22,43, 2 King, 14.9, andi5.4, . 
[= 3. God gives a ſpecial charge to.the Kingto have a copy of the 
1: + : Law, andto read therein, that he may learn to fear the Lord, and to 
mn keepall the words of the Law, Deut, 17, 1.8, 19. and therefore when 
& , Jehojadacrowned King Jehoaſh he gave him the teſtimony, 2 King. 
g = - : | 7's © HG 
f 11, IA, that he might be minded, that he was, as a King, to know 
- andto ſeeto the keeping of the whole Lay, EE 
” | 4. The open praRice of Idolatry is imputed to the want of a Kin 
> 22 Tſracl, Judg, 17.5,6.and 18, 1, which proves, that the King in 
I- , Iſrael ought to reſtrain from Idolatry, and not to permit every man 
!, * todo what was right in his own eyes. EE 
ks The ma or is manifeſt, becauſe the Office of the Kings of 1ſrae/ 
: was n»ceremonial fun&ion, as the Prieſts, but moral, and of per- 
_ - petualuſe, and therefore belongs ro other Kings as well as the 
- Kinoesof [ſrae/;- nor doth the Goſpel deprive them, or, any other 
f % of their Sate and Authority , by their becoming Chriſtians : for 
0 then ſuppoſe King Agrippa had become a Chriſtian, he muſt have 
> ceaſedrobea King, and have had his Kingly power diminiſhed : 
'y  butasthe Apoſtle reſolves concerning ſervants and perſons of other 
s . Conditions, 1 Cor. 7, 24. Brethren, let every man where he 1s calle& 
' | therein abide with God, thit is , his Chriſtian calling . doth 
Y | not bind himto leave the Rare and condition of life in which 
; he was, nor diminiſh his Anthority which he had when . he 
was (calle to be a Chriſtian , as. not. conſifting,. with "Ghriliia= 


4 


.they 


zz 
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?' Toſiah purged the land of Idols, repaired the Lords houſe, Qttbered all - 


nity 4 1015 1t erue- concerning. Kings ant other "Maoilttzren' 
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et 


SES: iB). ; 
chey ave greater obligation to God, and the Lord Chriſt, no leſs 
' Authority and power as Kings by their Chriſtianity '; but they may - 
abide in their Office, andexerciſe the lawful Authority they had be- 


fore, 


- Perhaps it will be id, The Kings of 1{reetwere types of Chrift, - 
and therefare their Power and Authority gd ceaſe inthings Spiricu- 


al and Ecclefirſtical, when Chriſt was come. | 


I, But to OE OTATþs this is ſaid withaut proof, and ſo is re--: 


zeed as eaſily as it 15 all 


oed, 


2, Iris true, Ebrilt 1s often termed David, and it 1s ſaid, be ſhall 


Ft on Davids thrawe, Lack; 1. 32433. But this power of reforming 
Religion was not appropriate to David, or the race of the Kings of 


Tadahb, but belonged alfo tothe Kings of Jſree!;..( who were not. 
types of Chrift ) who arecharged withthe permiſſion or promoting 
of Idolatry, as:theirfin, as on Jeroboam, Ahab, Ke. and Jehsis in- 


fome meaſure rewarded for the partigl Reformation he made , 


2-X:ng. 10.28, 29, 30, and therefore it belonged not-to.the Kings . 
of 1frae/.to:reform Religion, onely as types af Chriſt, but even as - 


2, This ts proved, and the Prapoſttian itfelf., That is to be afcri-. 


bed to.the King, which was with approbation aſcribed to-Kings out 
of the Church, . Ei 


But-the Government in things and-Cauſes ſpiruval orbelonging - 
ro Religion, is aſcribed.with approbation «0 Kings out of the | 


Church, Ergo. 


The ma'or is proved, becauſe ivhat of-this kind is with a proba- 
tion aſcribed to.Kings our of the Church, is-to.be taken as -belang--- 


insto.Kings as Kings, and not.as typical Kings or Rulers. - 
The mor is proved: by inſtances. 
The firit.of Cy King of - Perſia of whom we read-that the Lord 
frirred up:hes fpirat. to = 


was continued by Decrees.of Darias, Exzra:6:7, $,9,10, 11,12; 


and Artaxerxes, Ezra 7.13,.21,2.3,26. naw:theſe things belong- 
ing tothe hiding of Gods houſe, furthering his,fervice, vere. ſpi- + 
pirual things,and therefore Government in ſptritual things belong- - 


ing to-Religion, is aſcribed to Kings out. of the-Church, 


| To theſe may, be added the Decree of Nebuchadnezzar againſt 
them that ſhauld;ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt the God of Shadrach, 
| | Adefhach :.. 
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e @ Proclamation for building of Gods hauſe;-. 
2.Chron, 36,22, 23, Ezra 1,1, 2, indoing this he is called Gads - 
ſhepherd, Iſa 44.28, and.anoimted by God, Iſa. 45, 1, antl theſame © 


much more to Kings, 


TRE {4.5 > PERNET Ts 
 Bleſhach and Abrdnego, Dan. 3. 29, and of Darius, Day, 6.26. 


T hat in every'Domimon of his Kingdom, men tremble and,fear before 
the God of Damel, which are undoubtedly about ſpiritual oe or 


. Matters of Religion: and the King of Nineveh bis Proclamation by 


= 


the Decree of the.King and his nobles, that all ſhould faſt covered with 
ſarketoth, and cry mrrghiily t6 God, Jonah 3.7, 8. which is appro- 


. Vedby God, inthar he defer'd his judgement thereupon : un alt 
' which Govethment in Matters of Religion was exerciſed and ap- | 


proved; . | | 
'3,. That which agrees to other Ruters beſides Kings, agrees 


But ro Govetn in Cauſes ſpiritual or things of Religion , be- 
longs ro Governours below Kings, therefore much more ts 


Kings, 


4. The major is proved from the tirle given to the King, 1 Per. 
2,13, where he 1s called rhe Supreme or Excelling, and of thoſe that 


' arein Anthority or Excelling, 1 Tim, 2, 1, 2. the King is reckoned 


as chief; therefore if inferiour Governours are to Govern in 
tatrets of Religion,much mote Kings. Now that they are to do ſo, 
appears by the pra&tice of Nehemiah, who being not King, nor 
Prieſt,butt Governour under the King of Per/fia, reformed thePrieſts, 
excluding aliens from the Prieſts chambets,giving the Levites their 


pottion,and chiefly by reſtraining the profanarion of the Sabbath, 


Nehem. 13. 9,10,15,22, reckoning it among the works for which 
he would have God remember him. Jacob reforms his houſhold by 


- requiringthem to put away the ſtrange gods that were among them, 


and bury them, Ger. 35. 2,4. Parents are required to bring up 
theirchildren in the nurture, in Greek diſcipline. or government and 
admonition of the Lord, Epheſ. 5. 4. Servants are to be obedient to 
their maſters as to Chriſt, Vesſ, 5..As the ſervants of Chriſt doing the 


.. will of Godfroms the heart, Vet, 6, With good will doing ſerve as to 
' the Lord and nit tomen : therefore Parents and Maſters have Go- 


verfimerit in'matters of Religion, much more the Father and Maſter 
of the Common-wealth, baving a more atnple Authority. | 
4, This is futther confirmed inthatthe Apoſtle where he ſpeaks 


of the Powetfs, he ſaich withour limitation, that Rwlers are not a ter- 


- 


roar to good works but to tw1il : wilt thou not be afraid of the power ? do 
that which is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame, he is the nu- 
niſter of Goda revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth ev1l, Roms, 


- 13, 3,4, Kings and Governours ſent by them are for the pumſhment 


-, of 
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of evil doers,and for the praiſe of them that do well, without limiration'! V 
-and diſftin&tion of Civil and Spiritual things, 1 Pet, 2, 14; Now £© 
where the Law doth not diſtinguiſh, neither are we, and therefore | t« 
are to underſtand the Governing in the.texr, to-be in Religious 0 
things as well as Civil EG SY; ſ 
5. Which is further confirmed from the Titles given torhene 2. 7 
They are termed gods, Pſal,' 82, 1,6,.John 10, 34, 35. Mmfters of © © 
God, Rom. 1 3. 4. That judge not for man but for the Lord, 2 Chron, ( 
T9. 9. therefore they are he miniſters in a Political way, and to | 
Judge in things of the Lord, 8 
: 


- = - 


6; Paxul d1d not refuſe to apotogize for himſelf abqut.the accuſa- 
tions of the Jews againſt him ,for- his. profeſſion and preaching of 
Chriſtian Religion, bur did juſtifie himſelf before Felix, Feſtus and 
king Agrippa, and appealed to Ceſar, AF, 23.29.and 24, 5,6, 8, 
Io, and 25, 8, 11, 19, 21, and 26, 2, 3. therefore he denied not, 
buracknowledged the Kings Government, even in the things and . | 
Cauſes that. concern Chriſtian Religion, -and conſequently we may 
i ike manner acnmegee no IE = 

7.Paulexhorts us to pray and give thanks for Kings and all that are 
2m authority or excellency, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
71 all godlinefs and honeſty, 1-Tim.2, 1,2, therefore he ſuppoſeth that - 
Kinos have tome Government in matters of godlineſs, as well as ho- 
neſty,.and therefore are Governours In Cauſes Spiritual, or of Re- 
Fgton; | ES | 

”7 From the abſurdities which follow if this be not granted, 

''T, Ifrhe King be not Governour in Eccleſiaſtical things and 
Cauſes, then his Kingly power 1s of no uſe in matters of Religion, 
for if he have no Government in then he is robe a looker on, and . 
in effe& a meer cipher in reſpe& of ſuch things ;. But-this 1s not to 
be ſaid, fith matters of Relivjon.do as much concern himto Govern 
In, as any cauſes, all expertence ſhewing that no Government cat 
be well ordered without ſome regard had to Religion, £ 


* I . 4 


_ 2, Allthe ations which Kings have been commended for by 
godly perſons were unjuſtifiable ;* the pulting, down of Idols, re- ” 
firaining the importation and vending of Popes pardons, and conſe- 
crared ware, the cauſing the holy Bible to be tranſlated, and pub- | 
Itquely tobe read, proclimmnig faſts,.and days of thankſgiving, with 
many of the like a&ts of Kingly Authority have been unwarrantable, * 

"3; Kitgs ſhould have no way of expreſſing their zeal for Gods | 

Po | worſhip: 


_ 29. ſhould 


(:21-) 


-- worſhip and true Religion-more then other men, if they were not 


Governours in ſpiritual things and Cauſes,nor be more accountable 


' to-Gud for negl-& thereof, then other men,nor this fin of theirs'of 
* More guilr then the like fin of others, which are all abſurd, 


_ 4:;3All the holy Martyrs who have owned their authority,and ſub- 


- mitted to it when they iuffered under it, all- thoſe who have petiti- 


oned for Reformation of Religion to Kings, have grventhanks to 

God for it, have adviſed'that it ſhould be ſought from them, ſhould 

be cenſured as fooliſh, if nor finfully-countenancing an unrighteous 

uſurpation, and the beſt Chriſtian Kings who have done moſt for the 

ſettling the affairs of. the Church cenſured dxcoreromexoma bufie in 
other mens matters, and the. like 1s. to be. ſaid of Parliaments , 

and ſo all matters of Religion muſt-be left wholly to Bijhops, the 
evil and miſerable effeRs of which are diſcernibleun the Records of 
former and later-rimes, to be intolerable ; as't fell out in the trou- 

bles by Thomas Beckgt in the time of Hexry. the ſecond,. of Stephen 
Langton in [King Fohzs days, -the perſecution in Queen Mares days 
by Biſhops, whoſe diſowntng-the Kings Supremacy and aflerting the 
Popes, occaſioned the making and the impoſing of this Oath, 

5; Thoſe Titles which have been given rhem for their care in or- 

dering the things of rhe Church , that they were -nurſing fathers 
and: — mothers to it, according. to 1ſarahs prophecy, 4/449. 


them by preachers ro take care of the Church of God, ſhould be re- 
trated, they ſhould be no longer minded, that they are to be keep- 
ers of both tables of the Law ; - in a-word, it. ſhould be their virtue 
to be as Gallo was, that cared for none of theſe things, _Afts 18, 17, - 
WEARS. 2c. --5::}- Ne 
Againſt this many things are objected; . . ©. . 
\ T,, Thattoacknowledee the King the onely Supreme Governour 
1s to make him God, | | 'h | 
To this I anſwer : Nortſo,, fith he is acknowledged Governour 
in his Dominions; and Supreme therein under God, and the exclu- 
five term [ oxely}] excludes foraign juriſdiftion of rhe Pope and 0- 
ther Princes. and. States; ,(which by-the Oath is.renounced ) not 
Gods Government, . + ea] SOR | 
. Objeft, 2 If Kings are Governours in all cauſes, rhen they may 
appoint what Religion, and worſhip of Gol they pleaſe, .and it 1s 


\ 


o 


| Oo 


evil to diſobey or gainſay what they 1umpoſe, 
an | | DES ÞAnſw, 


e recalled : all the exhortations and charges given to = 


LH 


—_— :}T: 0 
_ Apſwe?, Though it temp6tal thifigs they. be Governditts, yet + 


are they to Goverri according to Laws, So in Spirittal aid Ecclefi- | I 


altical chinvs they are ts Govern acebrditie to: the Lavvs bf Chtift, : 


w 


and ſuch rules hs agree With theiit; aid hdtih ethet, i114 thicerly 4r= 


{uch tiles as agree witli them, 


03jef, 3.1 Kitigs be Goveftiouts Wall Cauſes over all petſots, - 
chen may they diſſolve Chiifehes arid tieir Goverhitttenit, ahd mould | 


aHd order them as they Will; © 


 Anſw, $0 far as Church conſtitution; Goveriimithr, ad vedering 
is by Chriſts appointment, of ſuch example which hath the force 6f 
an inſtitution'of Chrift,it may not'be ateredÞy 4 King ; Btt in ſuch 
things as are left ro hiimane ame, aid there 18 a concerhment 
of the weil publique; Kings have authority to otder them (6, asrhat 
rhey tend to the real g609 and advantage of the Churches 'of Chit, 
and the Bl6ry of God, which is the highelt and uiltimare*nd oFall. * 
. Obiet, 4. This will make theſe of Synods, ahd AMcehiblics vf 
Paſtors to determitie things of Religion, and to order goverfimment 
anneceſſary , firh the deteriination of 4H. will 1ye in the Kings 
breaſt. TI CO I 
Anſw; Though Statute-laWs require the Kings aflent, andthe 
Government is tobe exerciſed inhis Hattte, by hisCommilii9h, yet 
are not debates in Patlianietit, and mers aye by both Houſes, nvr 
conſultations with judges, nor their deciſions of caſes unnecefhr 
The like is to be (4id of the ufe'of Synods and Aﬀernblies'df Paſtors 


_ andlexrhedmen, thoughthe calling of them, andvalidiry of their 


Canons, that is rules, in reſpe& of the impoſits' theron drhers 
with civil penalties, require the Kings concurrence, 
Ob24#, 5. This hath 6ccaſtoned great evils inſo michthar per- 
ſecution hath been raiſed againſt godly perſons as Heretiques and 
Schiſmatiques,\vhen Prince 5 have beenmiſled ;{6/4$tobuttihihiſh, 
intprifon, ahd ortferiviſe to afffict perfors, judged by Prelates aid 0- 
RT TR TT IR LET 
Anſw, Tisvrie this harh faltenvur, witen Pririces Tgtiorantof 
the true Religion, corrupted in their education,: peryerted by fedu- 
cers *fid unvo1ly Quides in theit judgements haye yielded rod Mich 
to the mifiriformarion of others, and fo have Feeh unha þy inthe 
abuſe of their Government tothe ore:r hurr inflife, 'hbercy, and e- 
Nate of innocent perſons : And the like hath been in mal-admini- 
{tration 


bitrary way fret rheir ownt will {© nof ate We hbceſſitared r6 ob&y-or | 


- 


/ 
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Fratianof avil aFairs, thraugh. the like cauſes ? yet the payer and ; 


SS Sg? 


lion hathbeen i adyargage tothe Church gf C 
in Exgland, it was the means da God where- 
x 4h was expeBed,. andthe Proteſtant Reformation was etta- 
ed. | | 

Objett, 6, By allowing ſo much power in Eccleſiaſtical things, 
Religion is oftex.dhanged vidh.che King, and hereby peoples minds - 
are at muan uncentataty what Religion to be of, whichtends tO 1rre- 
ligion and Atheiſme, ARE: Crete obo eng 

Anſw, Sor fell aut inthe Kingdom of 74dah, yet the power of 


_ . -_ - * 


Obje&t, 7. No man is to Govern in that whereof he is no fit 


Judge, nor.1s any min a fit Judge but ihe that is skilful in the things - 
' he judgerh:which ſeldom happened to'Kingsin matters of Religion, , 
and therefore.Government'therein is ill aſcribed tothem,  * ** 


Arif, Asa King may be fitro Gavernin Temporal Cauſes (wher2- 


-t is required '$kill 'in,che laws of the Land, 'of which. perhaps + 
he hath {little or no-.knowletge , not ſo much. as a Judge 
'25 to have, who paſleth ſentence 1f he eoopſe and uſe them + 


' thatare skilful andupright 


erein : ſo. it may be in Ecclefialtical : 


Cauſes, if he chooſe. and uſe te help of them that are” $kilful | 
L 


| and faithful in Religion.” But 1n -t 


s$ thing thereis nzed. of * 


bo 


the greateſt circumfpection, vigilancy PR WRTINGEs, on the one.ſide - - 


by feaſon of the cunning anddiligence of ſeducers,and the violence 


of ſpirit in profane: perſons againlt the moſt. holy and-tarmleſs | 
: Chriſtians; andon the other ſide by reaſon -of the'weaknels in the 
faith of many-upright ſouls, whoſe confciences are-very tender, an 
' their wounds hardly cured : of whom our Lord Chriſt was.veryten- 


4 


der, Uatth, 13, 20,andpentle toward them, as the great Shepherd 


0, 


wap | 


> 

, 
\ Big; 
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.of the fheep, through the blood of the everlaſting. covenant, Heb, 124. | 


20, as Was foretold, Iſar. 40, | & $1 and the Apoſtſe Paul requires 


-much indulgence tobe given them, Koz. 14. I, 4. | 
'. Ob/et, 8, The acknowledgement of this Supremacy of the King - 
Hath been oppoſed by ſundry godly Proteſtants, who have inthetr | 


oF 
1 
4 
: 
I 


\ 


writings excepted againſt it, as Calvin, and the Centwry-Writers of | 


Magdeburg, 


Anſw, Tis true, they excepted againſt: the 'Title of head of rhe | 
Charch given to King Hexry the eighth, as Stephen Gardiner , and 
Fuch like perſons miſreportediit, as if it gave tothe King an uncon- : 
troilable authentique power, to determine of faith, and worſhip of ' 


God : but when thoſe learned Proteſtants better underſtood'what 


was meant by it, they withdrew their exceptions, as DoQtor Razz | 


o/d ſhes in his Conference with Hart in the Tower, chap, 10. 


Ob;eft. g. Many godly perſons are offended with rhe taking, and 


defending the Lawfulneſs of the taking of this Oath, as fearing it | 
Many tend to the taking away choſeLiberties of their conſciences in. 
Rehgion, which are dearer tothem then their lives : and being /jea- ' 


'lous of thoſe who take'ir, lealt rhey betray thoſe Liberties; . » 


Anſ. Tt is to be conſidered by thoſe conſcientious perſons, who |. 
Make this obje&tion, that the takers, and defenders of the taking of 
this Oath do apprehend, that the impoſing this Oath was for the ex- | 
cluding the Popes jurigdiction, and other Forreign power, as the | 


aJmonition of Queen | Elizabeth here prefixed ſhews' , and; 


therefore there is nothing . done by ſuch takers or defenders 


vo 


in prejudice of their brethrens Liberties , or impoſition on + 
the conſciences ' of others : But they that-have taken it, or / 


conceive they may take it , if impoſed, (do ir, as being ſatisfied in | 


their conſciences by the faregoing arguments, of fuch like,chat they 
do bur \yhar they may do lawfully wirhout offence,: and hope rhar it 


will fall ont as it did in the buſineſs of the Altar of Ed, Joſh.22. thar * 
a right intelligence. of their fa& will prevent any breachbetween * 


them and others, and unite them more cloſely. 


Ove, 10, This acknowledgement of the Kitigs Supremacy in 


Caufs EccleGaſtical hath beenbut of late, notbefore King Heyry 
the'crenen and Edward the fixth, No HOT San 20 
Azaſwer, The Title of head of the Church of England, 


( now altered into Supreme Governout over all perfons ) | 
thovueh ic were -n>x aſſumed by , the Kings of England be- * 
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fore Henry the eighth, yet the power of Supreme Govern- 
ment in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, as ſaith Biſhop Bramhal in 
his \anſwer to Militiere, pag. 111. The ancient Kings of En- 

land ever exerciſed , not onely before the Reformation, but 

efore the Norman Conqueſt, as apptared by the Adts of their 
great Councils, by their Statutes, and Articles of the Clerey, 
by ſo manyLaws of proviſion againſt the Biſhop of Romes 
conferring Eccleſiaſtical dignities and benefices upon Foreign- 
ers, by ſo many [harp oppoſitions againſt the exattions and 
wſurpations of the Court of Rome, by ſomany Laws concern- 


ing the Patronage of Biſhopricks, and inveſtitures of Bi- 
© oe of by fo many examples of Churchmen puniſhed by the Ci- 
/ 


Magiſtrate, This power, though not this name, the Chri- 
ftian Emperors of old aſſumed to themſelves, to Convocate 
Synods, to. preſide in Synods , td confirm Synods, to eſtabliſh 
Eccleſpaſtical Laws, to recetve appeals, to nominate Biſhops, 
to ejet# Biſhops , to ſuppreſs Hereſies, to Compoſe Eccleſtaſti- 
cal differences, in Councils, out of Councils, by themſelves, 
by thetr Delegates. All which # as clear inthe Hiſtory of the 
Church, as if it were written with abeam of the Sun. 


The ſixth Propoſition is [The Fariſditions, Preeminen- 


. Ces, Priviledges, and Authorities in that Oath may be aſſiſt- 
| ed and defended? The juriſditions, &c. meant I conceive 
tobe expreſled a little before the form of the Oath in the 


Statute of 1 E//z, cap.1. Of which the Qucens admonition 


' faith, No other Authority i challenged,than that was challenged 
, and lately nſed by King Henry the eighth, and Edward the 
' ſixth, that «s, under God, to have The Soveraignty and Rule 


over all manner of perſons, born within her Realms, Domini- 


| 0ns and Countreys, of what eſtate either Eccleſiaſtical or Tem- 
: poral ſoever they be, ſo as no other foreign power ſhall or ought 
: to have any ſuperiority over them, What was uſed in the 
; days of Heyrry the eighth, and Fdward the f(ixth, appears 
- by the book of Ads and Monumens and Statutes in their days. 
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to wit; the rejeting the Popes jdrifdidion, appoititidg vi- * 


ficors; judging and depofing ſoth Biſhops, toriilands to 
take dowh Images, cauſing Divitle [vice to be {fi the Zx- 
eliſh rongue;the Bible in the Zagliſþ tongue to Be ih Thurchi- 
es; with many other things of thi like kinte. The pro. 
fhiſe to defend therm is [to Our power] whether by oppoſing 
the bringers tit of 4 Forteip , vet; ally the 

of by aiding the King iti the right tft of this Adthotity, 
neither is the power granted which hay: not be Lavfully 


uſed or exerciſed, not 1s thedbuſe bf ir required to be de- 
fended, With this explication, the Propoficion- is thus 


provec. oP by | 
' That we may lawfully ſwear ts affift 'and defend, which 
may lawfully be exerciſed, arid nay be of neceſſary uſe, 


This Propoſition feeds not atiy further ptovk being of it 


gg EE 
Bur all the Juriſdifions, Priviledges, Preertiinences and 
Aiithorities meant in the Oath according to the Queens 


explication in her Admonition, tarified in the proviſo of the | 


Statute 5, Eliz. may be lawfiilly exerciſed, and may be 


necefſary uſe, as appears by the recital of them and their 


uſe before ſpecified : therefore we may lawfully ſweat to 
affift and defend rheth. | ( 


P 


The Obje&tion that is tnade agaitiſt this is, that theſe Ju. 


tiſditions,Preeminences.Priviledges, and Aiithorities were 


the {atie thar were taken from the Pope and giver tothe | 


King, and thereby Papal power was conferred oh him, - _ 
To which T anſwer, The power (ſaith Hatt Conference with 
Rainvld, chap. 1, diviſion 2.) which we mean to the Pope 
_ by this nitle of the Supythye Head is, that the Government of (he 


whole Church thronghout the world doth depend of him : in 
him doth lic the power of judging and determining all cauſes + 
of faith, of ruling Councils as Preſident, and ratifying their + 
Decrees ;, of ordering and confirming Biſbops and Paſtours ; of | 
ciding Cauſes broaght him by Appecls from all the Coaſts of | 
the ©. 


« power; eſpecially the Popes | 


SO ths," 
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- andnot meant 
| fore, ſaith Dr. Fohn Rainold Confer, with Hart, chap. "7 
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' ghe earth, of reconciling any that are excommunicate , fe 
| communlcating , JO or inflicting other cenſures a 
| penalties on any that offend, yea, on Princes and Nations, final- 


ly of all things of itt like fort for Governing of the Church, even 


. whatſoever toucheth either preaching of Dottrine or prattiſing 
- of Diſcipline in the Church of Chriſs. Nowgthis irtmenſe pow- 


er, as too heavy for the ſhoulders of a mortal man, and as 
not belonging to the Kingly Office atall in many parts of 
itts diſclaimed | "ay Kings of England, as is before ſhewed, 

be acknowledged in the Oath. There- 


that which we take from the Pope we give not to any mortal 
creature, and having by the reading of Dr. Nowels reproof of 


' Dormans proof of certain Articles convinced Hart the [eſuite, 


that no more is meant by it then what Auguſt. ſaith Epif. 50, 
that Kings do ſerve God as Kings,if in their own Realm they com- 
mund good things, and forbid evil, not onely concerning the ci- 


| oy ſtate of men, but the Religion of God alſo: thus much 


e did ſubſcribe to. Out of all which I infer, that it was ve- 


. ry preſumptuouſly and unjuſtly made by Mounſier de 1, 


Militiere the crime of the Kings of Exglaxzd, which God 
chaſtiſed by the late Tragedy, that the Authority which God 
gave the King in Temporal matters was uſed by him for Go- 
wverning Spiritual, in his tempting Epiſtle to his Majeſty that 
now is, whom the Lord preſerve and dire@ in the manna- 


+ ging of this power of fo great concernment to ſo many mil- 
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lions of precious ſouls as are within his Dominions. Amer, 
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